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This story begins where the previous narrative ended and completes it.  However, the damage from Satan’s 

cunning and man’s rebellion is only just beginning. And as we will see in each story that follows, actions and 

choices have consequences that often reach much further than expected. Mankind’s rebellion not only affects 

the human family but even nature itself.  But along with the sadness comes a ray of hope.  For it is in this story 

that God’s plan of redemption is first mentioned and even illustrated.  So, this story is also critical for 
understanding much of what is to come.  And now the conclusion of this story.

Then the Lord God said to the serpent,              “Because you have done this, you are cursed more than all the 

cattle and more than every animal of the field. (Remove)               You will crawl on your belly and eat dust all 

the days of your life.               I will put hatred between you and the woman and between your seed and her 

seed.  The woman’s seed will bruise your head and you will bruise his heel.” (Remove)   

To the woman the Lord God said, “I will greatly multiply your pain in childbearing and in sorrow you will 

mother your children. Your desire will be to your husband, and he will rule over you.”

And to Adam the Lord God said, “Because you have gone along with your wife’s words and have eaten the

fruit from the tree that I commanded about when I said, ‘You shall not eat of that tree’—the ground is cursed

because of you.  For the rest of your life, you will have to work hard to eat from the ground.  The ground will

grow thorns and weeds for you and you will eat the edible plants from the field.  With a sweaty face you will 

eat bread—until you return to the ground, because you were taken from the ground. You are dust and you will 
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return to dust.” (Remove)  

Adam named his wife Eve, because she was the mother of all who live.  Then the Lord God made clothes for 

Adam and his wife from the skins of animals,              and wrapped the skins around Adam and Eve. 

And the Lord God said,             “Look! The man has become as one of Us, knowing good and evil. And now, 

man might reach out his hand and also take fruit from the Tree of Life, and eat and live forever.” 

(Remove)  

Because of that, the Lord God sent Adam out of the Garden of Eden to cultivate the ground from where he had

been taken.    

So the Lord God drove the man out,            and at the east of the Garden of Eden the Lord God put cherubim 

and a flaming sword that turned in every direction to guard the way back to the Tree of Life.


